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LIGHT AND FAITH

A PUBLICATION OF TAYLOR UNIVERSITY

BEHIND THE COVER
Up beyond the village border …
The Rice Bell Tower and Zondervan Library on the Taylor
campus were dedicated during Homecoming Weekend in
October 1986. The dedication of this new campus tower
was significant in that it had been 26 years since Taylor’s
original towers on H. Maria Wright Hall were lost to a
devastating fire. Those towers were landmarks “seen far
distant when the day is fair.” Stretching nearly six stories
into the air, the greater of the two housed a bell – it was a
bell that crashed through the burning building in January
1960, sounding a death knell for Taylor’s iconic and
beloved structure. The significance of the Rice Bell Tower,
however, is not just nostalgic. Its twin spires harken to
the union of faith and learning, both of which serve to add
much needed light to a darkened world.
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Founded in 1846, Taylor University is one of America’s oldest Christian
liberal arts colleges. Over 2,000 graduate and undergraduate
students from 42 states and 36 foreign countries attend Taylor,
where majors in 64 fields of study are available. Taylor University
is the number one school in the Midwest region in the US News
& World Report survey, America’s Best Colleges. Taylor has been
ranked in the region’s top three for 22 consecutive years.
The mission of Taylor University is to develop servant
leaders marked with a passion to minister Christ’s
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BACKSTAGE

TELLING A PAINFUL TRUTH.
I was in a pickle. A 16-year-old first-time driver,
I had dropped my dad off at our church for a
meeting. I was instructed to park the car and
wait, which I intended to do, but first, I had
other plans. I cruised our family car through the
neighboring university with the car windows
down and radio blaring. In my 16-year-old mind,
I was sure I was impressing the college students
who were out that evening. After my detour, I
returned to the church and whipped the car into
a tight parking spot with the skill of the best
Indy 500 driver.

did you do that?” “The parking lot was, umm,
full,” I lied. As we hiked to where the car was
parked, my mind raced. One block. Silence. Two
blocks. Three blocks. Silence. “Where exactly did
you park the car?” my dad asked. That was when
I decided to tell the truth for the first time in this
sad affair. As we looked at the damaged fender, my
dad blurted out, “Well, I’ll be darned.” Or words
along those lines. “Yeah,” I answered. “Me too.”

Telling the truth was both painful and liberating
that night. That is still true today. In this issue
of Taylor, we share the story of how examining
That was when I heard a screech louder and more an epidemic of heroin use led to a Pulitzer
Prize for Chrissie Thompson ’07 Fink and other
terrifying than any fingernail on a chalkboard.
It was the sound of one car sideswiping another. journalists from the Cincinnati Enquirer, but
the project exacted a personal cost. We have
My head was swimming as I got out and
also included President Lowell Haines’ ’75
ventured a look at the now-conjoined fenders. It
State of the University address, in which he
was bad.
shares candidly recent challenges faced by
It got worse when I thought of my dad. He would Taylor, their resolution, and an exciting vision
walk out the door of that church any moment. So, for the future. We also tell the story of our
continued accreditation by the Higher Education
I did what any 16-year-old who just had his first
Commission, an accomplishment that is shared
accident would do, I drove our damaged car to a
across the University.
parking spot nearly four blocks down the street,
trying to make up a convincing story about what
The mission of Taylor University is to develop servant
had just happened.
leaders marked with a passion to minister Christ’s
redemptive love and truth to a world in need. I pray
When I got back, my dad was waiting outside.
those words, and the truth that inspired them,
“Where have you been?” I mumbled an answer.
“Where is the car?” The answer to that one would are never lost on any of us.
be tougher. “I, uh, parked down the street.” “Why

James R. Garringer H᾿15
Editor
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Taylor sophomores, juniors, and seniors gathered around incoming
freshmen and transfer students to pray for them during an allcampus prayer and communion service on Welcome Weekend.

TAYLOR WELCOMES LARGESTEVER INCOMING CLASS
W H AT E V E R E L S E T H E Y M AY A C C O M P L I S H O V E R T H E
NEXT TWO TO FOUR YEARS, THE 577 STUDENTS WHO
T O O K U P R E S I D E N C E AT TAY L O R I N L AT E AU G U S T
A L R E A D Y H AV E O N E L A S T I N G A C H I E V E M E N T : T H E Y
A R E T H E L A R G E S T I N C O M I N G C L A S S I N TAY L O R
U N I V E R S I T Y ’ S 1 7 2 -Y E A R H I S T O R Y.
The class, comprised of 538 freshmen
and 39 transfer students, came primarily
from the top 25 percent of their respective
high school classes said Steve Mortland
’85, Vice President for Enrollment
Management at Taylor.
“Taylor University has been blessed
for many years to consistently attract
gifted students who are equally serious
about their studies and growing in
their Christian faith and discipleship,”
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said Mortland, who added
competition among other
colleges and universities for
students of this caliber is
fierce. “The size of this class
is an indicator of not only the
value and popularity of the
Taylor educational experience,
but also the excellent work
of our Executive Director of
Admissions Amy Barnett ’94
and her team.”

The 538-member class of ’22
surpassed the previous high
of 519, set four years ago. The
cohort consisted of 265 men
and 273 women, and 18 percent
of the new freshman class is
of diverse ethnic or national
origin.
“Something we have been
intentional about in our
recruiting is the emphasis
that a decision to attend
Taylor is one that is not only
for the four years a student
is on campus, but also for
the 40 years after he or she
graduates,” Mortland said.
“Our goal, and I think we
have been able to accomplish

that goal in the lives of many of our
students, is that they are confronted with
a transformative learning and living
experience – one that not only challenges
them intellectually, but also spiritually.
“When a student graduates from Taylor
and receives not only their degree but
also a servant’s towel, we believe that will
exist as an enduring reminder to them,
their families, and their loved ones and
friends that the call of Christ is to follow
Him,” Mortland added. “We believe the
Taylor educational experience trains
these young men and women to do that
very thing.”

Number One.
Again. And Again.
And Again …
For the 11th time in 12 years,
Taylor University is ranked
number one in the Midwest in
the newest release of the U.S.
News & World Report’s annual
college ranking guide, America’s
Best Colleges.
The Taylor ranking was
significant in that it also marked
the 22nd consecutive year Taylor
has been ranked among the
region’s top three.
Criteria employed by U.S.
News include graduation and
retention rates, peer assessment
of excellence, faculty resources,
student selectivity, financial
resources, graduation rate
performance, and alumni giving.
The Midwest region’s top five
included Calvin (tied for number
one), College of the Ozarks
(3), Augustana (4), and Ohio
Northern (5).
Among the Midwest region’s top
10 institutions, Taylor ranked
first in retention rate and
predicted and actual graduation
rates. Taylor’s rankings were
also influenced by its ability to
attract students from the top
25 percent of their respective
graduation classes, as well as
peer assessment scores (which
measure the ratings of Taylor by
other college administrators),
and alumni giving rate.
According to Taylor President
Paul Lowell Haines ’75, the
rankings are a welcome
recognition of an ongoing
and comprehensive pursuit of
excellence. “Taylor University

has historically been able to attract students
who are among our nation’s best and
brightest – young men and women who are
serious about their academics and serious
about their faith,” Haines said. “Once here,
those students are mentored by some
of the finest faculty in the country – 98
percent of whom hold terminal degrees
in their respective disciplines. These
students not only thrive in the classroom
and social settings, but also graduate and
go on to impact the world in the fields of
education, business, law, medicine, ministry,
government, social services, the fine arts,
and a whole host of other professional
endeavors.”
Taylor also was listed among several U.S.
News companion surveys including: Best
Value - Regional Colleges Midwest, Most
Innovative Schools - Regional Colleges
Midwest, and Undergraduate Teaching Regional Colleges Midwest.
“America’s Best Colleges is among the most
widely used and highly regarded surveys
gauging the effectiveness and value of
college education in America today,” said
Haines. “We are grateful for this recognition
of Taylor University by U.S. News and its
editorial team. It is a recognition that is
shared by each student, faculty and staff
member, alumnus, parent, friend, and
member of the Taylor community.”
In addition to the U.S. News rankings, Taylor
has also achieved high rankings in college
surveys compiled by the Wall Street Journal,
Forbes, Princeton Review, and Washington
Monthly. Also this fall, CollegeRaptor.com, an
online college survey tool aggregator that
weighed factors including data provided
by the International Institute of Education
(IIE), ranked Taylor’s overseas study
program number five in the nation.
LEARN MORE HERE:
www.taylor.edu/distinctions.
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Tebow's Chapel
Highlights

Tim Tebow spoke to a crowd estimated
at more than 3,000 on November 2.

Taylor Football Reunion Weekend

Former Heisman Trophy winner,
two-time national champion
quarterback, and NFL first round
pick Tim Tebow was the featured
chapel speaker on Friday, November
2. Taylor administrators moved
the event to the Kesler Student
Activities Center Fieldhouse based
on the response of the student
body, faculty and staff, and an
expected surplus of more than 500
admissions guests and attendees of
a special reunion of former Taylor
football players.
Tebow, who currently plays baseball
in the New York Mets organization,
is also a college football analyst
for the SEC network. Before that,
he played in the NFL for three
years for the Denver Broncos,
New York Jets and New England
Patriots. As a starting quarterback
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for the University of Florida, he
led the Gators to two national
championships. He won the
Heisman trophy in 2007. Tebow grew
up the son of missionaries in the
Philippines and has returned there
several times for evangelistic and
humanitarian purposes.
Tebow’s appearance was made
possible by a joint sponsorship
between Taylor, friends of Taylor,
and the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes’ chapter in Muncie
and East Central Indiana. Tebow
appeared the evening before at the
FCA’s Fields of Faith high school
youth evangelistic rally in Muncie.

days of worship, food, football, and
a special devotional led by former
Taylor football coach and Athletic
Hall of Fame member Jim Law.
While on campus, the football
alumni also learned details of a
proposed new athletic complex
addition to Turner Stadium, home to
Taylor’s football and soccer teams.
The complex, which is projected
to cost roughly $12 million, will
provide Taylor’s athletic programs
with needed weight training
facilities, expanded locker rooms,
offices, and meeting rooms – all in
preparation for a growing athletic
program and enlarged enrollment
on the Taylor campus.

The special chapel service coincided
“We were truly excited to host
with a reunion of Taylor football
players that brought over 100 former someone the stature of Tim Tebow,
whose significant accomplishments
Trojans back to campus for two

on the football field are underscored
by his bold proclamation of his
Christian faith and fantastic work
on behalf of a number of charitable
organizations,” said Rex Bennett,
Vice President for University
Advancement at Taylor.
During his chapel address, Tebow
referenced his love for and belief in
the cause of orphans and vulnerable
children, acknowledging that
Taylor is one of only a handful of
universities nationwide to have
major and minor courses of study in
the field.
“This was something that really
resonated with Tim,” said Bennett,
“and it was great to be able to share
with him what has been happening
in that program for a number of
years.”

SOCIAL

#TAYLORU
ONE OF SOCIAL MEDIA’S BEST QUALITIES IS ITS ABILITY TO
SHARE INSTANTANEOUS INFORMATION WITH FRIENDS,
FAMILIES, AND LOVED ONES VIA TWITTER, FACEBOOK,
INSTAGRAM, OR VARIOUS OTHER SOCIAL MEDIA. HERE ARE
A FEW TWEETS AND INSTAGRAM PHOTOS THAT WE HAVE
ENJOYED DURING THE PAST MONTHS.

SHELLY.SIMPLE
@BeccaEis Real friends share their @
ChickfilA waffle fries with you. #TaylorU

@_hannabeths What day is it? Until
4 it was Friday. Then someone told me
it was Thursday. I have no memory of
Wednesday. This is college #TaylorU

JDCUSTOMIMPRESS

GIVING_GAL

@CaptainCarlton2 Today, Grandpa has
attended 332 Taylor football games, (and
we can’t believe how well he’s kept track
over the years)!! He hopes to reach 350
by the time his last grandchild graduates
from TU in three years. #LEGEND #TaylorU

@OliiviaaMillerr Spain doesn’t have
air conditioning. I repent of every time I’ve
ever made fun of Wengatz, Olson, or English
for this. I’m so sorry, please take me back.

TAYLOR UNIVERSITY
@TAYLORU & @TAYLORTROJANS
@TAYLORUNIV

GOTAYLORU

NATESTREED

FIND US ON TWITTER AND INSTAGRAM WITH
THE HASHTAG #TAYLORU
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FACULTY PRESENT INTERNATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP, UGANDAN
RECONCILIATION PROGRAM
DR. JON DENNING (Computer
Science and Engineering) was a
workshop presenter at the Blender
Conference, Amsterdam, the Netherlands, in October 2018.
A diabetes prevention program, in
collaboration with Marion General
Hospital and Upland Health and
Diagnostics and led by DIANE DUNGAN (Psychology) and ERIK HAYES
(Kinesiology), received its first referral from physicians on July 3. Since
then, more than 40 new patients
have been referred to the program
and an additional 18 students are
being trained.
DRS. BEN HOTMIRE ’98 and CINDY
(Pearson ’76) TYNER (Education) met
with Dr. Barbara McDade (Stranmillis University, Belfast, Northern Ireland) to discuss the creation of a student teaching opportunity for Taylor
students in Northern Ireland, where
they would be hosted and supported
by the Stranmillis Teacher Education Program.
DR. MICHAEL JESSUP (Sociology)
spent a week in Bidibidi Refugee
Settlement in Northern Uganda –
the largest such camp in the world.
Bidibidi houses more than 300,000
refugees, most of whom are fleeing ethnic violence in South Sudan.
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Working with Water Mission, he
helped conduct a conference that
promoted forgiveness, reconciliation and healing.
DR. EVA KWAN (Music, Theatre,
and Dance) presented a paper at
the 33rd World Conference of the
International Society for Music
Education in Baku, Azerbaijan. She
also co-presented a poster session
at the Music in School and Teacher
Education Commission in Prague,
Czech Republic, during the summer
of 2018.
DR. GREG MAGEE’s (Biblical Studies,
Christian Ministries, and Philosophy) book, Studying Paul’s Letters with
the Mind and Heart, was published
and released by Kregel Academic.
DR. LORNE MOOK ’87 (English) delivered the paper, Not Mad Though Called
Mad: Mobile Resistance to Narrative
Expectations in Beppo and Don Juan, at
the International Byron Conference
in Ravenna, Italy, in July 2018.
DR. TOM NURKKALA (Computer
Science and Engineering) was the
keynote speaker at the International Conference on Computing
and Missions in June. He delivered
three addresses on the theme Wisdom for Techies: Ancient and Modern.

He and his wife Darci (Academic
Enrichment Center) also led a team
of female students to Ecuador to
install and provide training for software developed to assist the Verbo
Church in Cuenca during the spring.
Lockheed Martin Advanced Concepts Laboratory funded eight
TAYLOR COMPUTER SCIENCE AND
ENGINEERING STUDENTS’ work on
malware analysis projects. According to Taylor faculty, officials from
Lockheed Martin said the two top
schools that supply them the best
student work are Carnegie Mellon
and Taylor. The CSE Department also
received $75K to extend a previous
$100K malware research project.
DR. RACHEL SMITH (Art) was one of
the organizers and leaders of Matter
& Spirit: A Seminar in Contemporary
Chinese Art and Society for Chinese
and American art faculty, held in the
Chinese cities of Beijing, Nanjing,
and Shanghai in June 2018. The
seminar was sponsored by the Nagel
Institute for the Study of World
Christianity, the Lilly Fellows Program in the Humanities and Arts,
and the CCCU. She also served as one
of the leaders and faculty mentors
for the International Workshop on
Christian Literature and Arts held at
Notre Dame in August.

Taylor University
Accreditation Continues
Taylor University has received word from
the Higher Learning Commission that its
accreditation, originally achieved in 1947, will
continue for 10 more years.
According to Dr. Kim Case, Director of
Assessment and Quality Improvement, a
visiting team of educators during the spring
recommended Taylor’s continued accreditation
after resoundingly concluding Taylor met the
HLC’s five criteria for accreditation: Mission;
Integrity: Ethical and Responsible Conduct;
Teaching and Learning: Quality, Resources, and
Support; Teaching and Learning: Evaluation and
Improvement; and Resources, Planning, and
Institutional Effectiveness.
“According to the feedback we were able
to gather at the conclusion of the campus
visit, the review team noticed our strong
commitment to a distinctively Christian mission
and was complimentary of our programs,
facilities, hospitality, and preparedness for the
Comprehensive Quality Review visit,” she said.
“It was clear to the review team that Taylor seeks
to provide quality whole-person education with
numerous opportunities for students to grow
spiritually, intellectually, and socially.
“Preliminary results of the review indicate that
Taylor has met all 21 of the core components
of the criteria and expectations for federal
compliance,” she continued. “The review team
also found evidence that Taylor is making
strides in continuous quality improvement.
Helpful feedback offered in the report will
provide direction as Taylor continues to strive for
excellence.”
Taylor Professor of Art Jonathan Bouw says his
goal is the passionate integration of genuine
faith with professional art practice. He joined
Taylor's faculty in 2007.

Case said the continued accreditation serves as
an external and impartial validation of Taylor’s
academic program from a diverse and respected

body of educators. It also opens the
door to numerous financial aid and
government loan programs, which
are critical to students in the 21st
century.
“We are all grateful for news of
Taylor University’s continued
accreditation through the Higher
Learning Commission,” said Taylor
President Paul Lowell Haines ’75.
“I want to express my sincere
congratulations to and appreciation
for the Taylor community regarding
reaching this significant milestone
in the University’s 71-year
accreditation history.
“We praise the Lord for this good
and important news,” Haines
added. “The Comprehensive Quality
Review was an opportunity for
Taylor to reflect, shine, and be who
we are. Thank you to Kim Case,
(former Taylor Provost) Jeff Moshier,
and so many others at Taylor for
making this great achievement a
reality.
“Just as the Taylor community
testified to God’s goodness in 1947
when Taylor was first granted
accreditation, we are mindful
of God’s goodness in 2018 as we
receive the ongoing respect and
endorsement of our accrediting
body," Haines added. "The
Comprehensive Quality Review
was an opportunity for Taylor to
reflect, shine, and be who we are
– showcasing our commitment to
excellence in higher education.”
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Impact.
Involvement.
Fulfilment.

New lighting in Taylor’s Butz-Carruth Recital Hall, funding for specialized biology and kinesiology research, as
well as scholarship aid that makes the Taylor educational
experience a little more attainable – funds from Taylor’s
Women’s Giving Circle have made all of these realities
for Taylor University students and faculty in the last year.
In 2011, the Giving Circle started with 17 members who wanted to pool their
resources to make a larger impact than any one of them could on their own.
Seven years later, the group has grown to more than 60 women who have
together contributed more than $600,000 to various projects ranging from
a Taylor Community Garden to a bicycle taxi service.
“The Women’s Giving Circle has been a huge benefit to my research program
with students,” said Dr. Jessica Vanderploeg, Assistant Professor of Biology at
Taylor. Vanderploeg used a grant from the Circle to purchase a toolkit of cell
biology reagents – fluorescent antibodies that can be used to tag structures
within the cells of tissues that can then be studied under a microscope.
“Women’s Giving Circle grants have directly funded two student
researchers – full-time for eight to nine weeks during the summer
months,” Vanderploeg said. “Additionally, the toolkit grant has had
an impact on various student groups: summer research students,
developmental biology students, directed research students, (and)
prospective students.”
According to Sherri Harter, Taylor’s Chief of Staff and the point person for the
Women’s Giving Circle, faculty are invited to submit project or opportunity
proposals with a maximum $5,000 budget each year. The Circle then decides
which proposals to fund. Harter said $63,000 was awarded this year.
The age range and backgrounds of the members of the group is diverse. In
some cases there is a 60-year age gap between some of the members, but
Harter said the diversity in ages and background of the Circle’s members has
been a plus, leading to deeper fellowships and enjoyment of the process.
“By combining their resources, Giving Circle members have had a much
greater collective impact,” Harter said. “It is most rewarding for them
to not only spend time together as a group, but also learn about the
collaborative efforts of our faculty and students. Repeatedly, our members
have told me how much it means to them to be able to be so closely
involved with Taylor and its mission.”
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ATHLETICS

FAITH,
ATHLETIC
EXCELLENCE
RECOGNIZED
DURING HALL
OF FAME
INDUCTIONS
Bill Jones ’65 was a quarterback who led
Taylor’s football Trojans to three straight
conference championships. Betsy (Brown
’12) Martinez was the setter for the
Trojans’ volleyball team that won four
straight conference titles. Ryne Otis ’12
was a two-time conference Player of the
Year who led his team to four conference
championships. And while he played for
the Trojans for only two seasons, Chris
Holtmann ’94 was a two-time all-district
honoree, scored 936 points, and led the
Trojans to two national tournament appearances and the nation’s number one
ranking his senior year.
Martinez, Otis, Holtmann, and Jones
(posthumously) were inducted into Taylor’s Athletic Hall of Fame on October 13,
during Homecoming and Family Weekend. It is notable that of the four inductees, three of them – Holtmann, Jones, and
Martinez – pursued the coaching profession after their playing careers ended.
Jones, who died in 2016, guided Taylor to a
14-0-1 record in conference play from 1962
through 1964 and earned First-Team AllHCC honors as a senior. After graduation,
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Kent, Myra, and Kevin Jones; Betsy Martinez; Ryne Otis; and Chris Holtmann.

Martinez is the only four-time NAIA AllAmerican in the history of the TU volleyball program. She was also a three-time
conference Setter of the Year led the Trojans to three NAIA National Tournament
appearances, while boosting Taylor to
135-32 overall and 49-1 conference records.
Martinez, who finished her career ranked
second in program history with 6,087 as“Our family lived the slogan of, “Faithsists, was named the Natalie Steele Award
Family-Football,” said Jones’ sons, Kent
recipient in 2011. She is now an assisand Kevin, during an emotional acceptance speech. “Faith, which was cemented tant coach at Taylor’s fellow Crossroads
League institution, Spring Arbor.
through values taught at Taylor. The beginning of our family, (was) when he met
Otis was a slugging first baseman and
our tremendous mom, Myra, while both
four-time first-team conference selection
were attending Taylor. And the game of
as he led Taylor to 149-70 and 83-20 overall
football – which he loved as a player and
and conference records, as well as three
coach. His influence, and the number of
NAIA National Tournament appearances.
young men’s lives he impacted, demonstrated his faith and love of God in how he He also was honored with the prestigious
NAIA Gold Glove Award as the nation’s
lived his life daily.”
top defensive first baseman in 2012 and
Holtmann, now the head men’s basketball finished his career as Taylor’s all-time
leader with 41 home runs, 58 doubles, 11
coach at Ohio State University, earned
triples and 228 runs batted in.
NAIA All-American honors as a senior
and closed his brief but memorable Taylor
career with not only 936 points, but also
229 assists, and the program’s best-ever
career three-point shooting average: .478.
he joined the coaching ranks, winning 181
games as a high school and college football coach in Ohio, and leading his teams
to six conference titles. Six times Jones
was named Coach of the Year, and in 1975
he was honored as the North Ohio Coach
of the Year.

Senior Alex Berends capped a stellar career for Taylor’s
cross country and track teams this fall, winning the Ray
Bullock Invitational in October, and finishing second in
the Crossroads League’s conference meet in November.
Berends was one of six Taylor runners to finish in the race’s
top seven.
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FACULTY ESSAY

EVER FAITHFUL
BY REX E. BENNETT

The mission of Taylor University is
to develop servant leaders marked
with a passion to minister Christ’s
redemptive love and truth to a world
in need.
The first time my wife, Nancy, and I
heard that mission statement from
an admissions counselor, it made an
indelible impression. Even in the fall
of 2004, subscribing to the notion
that Christ’s truth should occupy
a status equal to that of His love
was beginning to relegate a Christ
follower to the fringes of “big-tent”
Christianity. For many, “orthodox”
was an obscure theological term
more common in the New York
Times crossword puzzle than the
writings or musings of evangelical
authors and pastors.

– with 21st century relevance – to
“contend for the faith that was
once for all entrusted to God’s holy
people.”
Note well: this is not an admonition
to anything remotely resembling
homiletic thermonuclear war, or
advocacy by the laity in the form
of demonstrations or counter
demonstrations. What I propose is a
deliberate and measured approach
to “contending” in a fashion
calculated to bring honor to the
name of Christ by fidelity to His
manner, as well as His message.

What I propose in response to a
culture chafing at the claims of
Christ is the ever more vigilant and
vigorous pursuit of this notion of
developing servant leaders marked
So, we concluded that if that mission with a passion to minister Christ’s
statement accurately described the
redemptive love – and truth – to a
experience my daughter would have world in need. As imperfect human
at Taylor, we were all in.
beings, we fail at times. However, as
we were counseled by Indianapolis
A decade and a half has passed, and
Pastor Mark Vroegop in chapel last
ministering “Christ’s redemptive
fall, one method for accomplishing
love and truth to a world in need”
that mission is to “build bridges of
has become more challenging as
grace that will ultimately withstand
the culture has grown increasingly
the weight of truth.”
intolerant of, and at times enraged
by, the essential tenets of Christ’s
In my brief tenure, I have seen that
truth. Yet, we are compelled by the
lived out on our campus in countless
words of Jude’s first century letter
scenarios. Under the leadership
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of President Lowell
Haines ’75, the Taylor
community continues
to graciously and
humbly “contend” by
relentlessly developing
servant leaders
through the purposeful
melding of “the faith”
with immersion in
the liberal arts. And in
keeping with Jude’s
letter, we also remain
watchful, anticipating
an unpredictable
future for orthodox
Christian institutions;
faithfully preparing
for the uncertainties
that could threaten our
capacity to pursue our
mission.
We are compelled to
do this because, adrift
in the amorphous
“truth” of postmodern
relativism, our world
needs nothing so
desperately as the
anchor of moral and
ethical standards
grounded in the
ancient truth of
Scripture. In other
words, it needs the

graduates of Taylor’s
to be, essentially
“servant leadership
descriptive. First and
development program.” foremost, guardianship
of our spiritual
Syntax matters, even
calling must remain
in an atmosphere
paramount, necessarily
dominated by
subordinating all
instantaneous and
other pursuits. This is
casual communication. clearly evidenced at
Likely taken
Taylor today, including
for granted, the
the first Strategic
arrangement of the
Imperative included in
words “Christian
Taylor’s Strategic Plan:
liberal arts
Preserve and Enhance
university” is not only Taylor's Christian
grammatically correct, Identity.
it is, and must continue

Our world
needs nothing
so desperately
as the anchor
of moral and
ethical standards
grounded in the
ancient truth of
Scripture

Our uniquely Christian mission
remains undaunted and undiluted;
it is enthusiastically embraced and
heralded. It is, quite literally, the
sine qua non – the indispensable
ingredient – of our enterprise. It
is the “the main thing.” We are,
fundamentally, all the way down,
Christian – living and sharing
that faith Jude described as
“entrusted” to God’s holy people.
Without that lodestar, we would be
indistinguishable from the herd
of institutions that have sold their
spiritual birthrights, and stumbled
from faithful to feckless in the
Kingdom firmament.
The ontological question, “Who
are we?” remains the seminal
inquiry. How will we “keep Taylor
Taylor,” while responding to the
challenges ahead? Each strategic
and tactical alternative is examined
for its effect upon the fundamental
question of identity. Whom shall
we serve? For what ultimate
purpose? By what means? How must
we differentiate our University,
creating a destination campus to
which students flock for recognized
excellence? Each answer must
further the ultimate pursuit of
mission: to minister the redemptive
love and truth of Christ to our
students during their educational
preparation, equipping them to
replicate that process in the world
they enter upon graduation.
We remain resolutely committed
to the deliberate and systematic
melding of rich, orthodox Christian
faith with rigorous liberal arts
education that endows students
with the capacity to read, write,
and reason.
Fourteen years have flown past
since that first visit with my
daughter. She graduated from Taylor
a more completely formed Christ

follower and professional young
woman – still “obsessed” (her word,
and it’s a good obsession) with
Taylor. Her life was altered here by
faculty members who undertook
their individual roles in servant
leader development very seriously.
Nancy and I have moved on from
merely prospective parents –
serving on the Parents Council
and gratefully attending two
commencements for our Taylor
graduates. Now, we are members of
the campus community. We have
often said that we invested a large
sum of money in our daughters’
educations at Taylor – and we
wouldn’t take back one dime. Our
Taylor journey has been one of
blessing. But, we also realize that
the blessing is accompanied by
responsibility.
Each member of this unique
Taylor community, in Upland,
and throughout the world, must
persevere in contending for “the
faith.” Each must remain a builder
of bridges of grace that will bear
the weight of truth. Each must
continue to do – and be – the
mission of Taylor.
May God grant us wisdom, courage,
strength, and resolve to serve Him
faithfully – some of us, into Taylor’s
third century of developing servant
leaders marked with a passion to
minister Christ’s redemptive love
and truth to a world in need.
REX E.
BENNETT
serves as Vice
President for
University
Advancement
at Taylor
University
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State of the
University
Paul Lowell Haines ’75 , Ed. D., J. D.

EDITOR’S NOTE: What follows is an abridged version of the President’s State of the University Address, which was
delivered to the Taylor faculty and staff prior to the launch of the 2018-2019 academic year.

As I have declared many times
before, God is present at Taylor
University as He has been for 172
years. He is alive in its programs
and in its people and indeed, this
magnificent place is quite simply
evidence of His favor.
Acknowledging that fact, I count it a
sobering yet welcomed privilege to
answer the question, “What is the
State of our University?”
Last year, in answer to that question,
I responded that the State of Taylor
University is “good and it is getting
better.” Today, I tell you, the State of
Taylor University is really good, and
getting even better! I praise the Lord
for that!
Frankly, my friends, we will never
live in a perfect world. There will
always be challenges and there will
always be mountains to climb, but
God is blessing our efforts at this
wonderful University. And in our
work here, we will always cling to

God’s promises and faithfully carry
out the mission He has given to us.
And that is exactly what we did in
2017-18.

And next fall’s numbers are already
looking even better than this
year’s remarkable numbers. We get
stronger as our enrollment grows!

Let me start this address with
an enrollment report. A healthy
enrollment is our life’s blood, and
fully necessary if Taylor University is
to thrive.

Continuing on, in 2017-18, we
graduated a stellar class of 440
extremely talented and enthusiastic
Christ followers who are well
prepared to impact this world for
Christ! They will represent this
institution and our Lord well.

In last year’s State of the University
address, I stated that enrollment
shortfalls continued to be our most
serious challenge, and that if we did
not get on top of our enrollment
concerns, we would continue to limp
along, not achieving all we should
achieve. That, in today’s world, is a
recipe for eventual failure.
Today, because of great work done
by our talented and dedicated
Admissions staff and the collective
efforts contributed by faculty and
staff, I am pleased to report that
Taylor University, this fall, welcomed
the largest incoming class in its 172year history. Praise the Lord!

Moreover, we stayed true to our
holy mission and cause, despite
an operating environment that is
arguably the most difficult in the
history of the Christian college,
and despite an American culture
that has violently careened toward
Sodom and Gomorrah and that has
done an “about face” with respect
to its moral underpinnings, values,
and support of the Christian faith.
In that context, we have remained
resolute, fixed, and focused.
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And to that end, we are reviewing,
evaluating, thinking deeply upon,
and seeking God’s wisdom to ensure
we maintain clarity regarding who
and what we are; that we stay true to
our Christian history and mission;
that we remain solidly committed to
our orthodox, evangelical, Christian
faith and calling; and that we do
not drift. We will go out of business
before I, or the Board of Trustees,
would allow that to happen!
Also, in 2017-18, we successfully
completed the multi-year
Higher Learning Commission
reaccreditation process, the result
of which continued Taylor's
accreditation for 10 more years.
Praise God!
Rarely, if ever, have I seen a more
superlative reaccreditation report.
A few representative statements
made in the Higher Learning
Commission's report include the
following:
Taylor lives its mission to a degree not
often seen in higher education. The
mission is a lived experience because of
the involvement and engagement of the
entire Taylor constituency: staff, faculty,
administration, Board of Trustees,
parents, and alumni.
...
The University’s model of servant
leadership guides the University’s
commitment to integrity and ethical and
responsible conduct. This commitment
to integrity guides financial, academics,
personnel and auxiliary functions.
...
Taylor creates a culture that clearly
demonstrates that co-curricular
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programming is equally as important to the holistic
student as the academic curricula.
MOVING ON, IN 2017-18, WE COMPLETED THE
UNIVERSITY’S STRATEGIC PLAN ENTITLED
FORGING AHEAD FAITHFULLY. IN THE PLAN THE
UNIVERSITY HAS OUTLINED FOUR STRATEGIC
IMPERATIVES:
1. To preserve and advance Taylor’s spiritual
Christian distinctives,
2. To distinguish the Taylor educational
experience,
3. To thrive in times of significant societal and
cultural change, and,
4. To increase Taylor’s visibility and presence.
2017-2018 EVIDENCED OTHER SIGNIFICANT
LEAPS FORWARD FOR THE UNIVERSITY:
1.A faculty compensation taskforce was
established to wrestle with compensation issues.
Much has been done, but, frankly, the heavy
lifting is yet to come.
2. University Assembly, a body comprised of
administrators, faculty, staff, and students, was
established to provide all campus constituencies
with the opportunity for communication and
input into university governance.
3. The Board of Trustees established a
multicultural taskforce to review and update
Taylor’s multicultural policies.
4. The University took steps to create new
Marketing, Stewardship Planning, and Diversity
positions in order to meet Strategic Plan
priorities.
5. The University received the commitment of a
generous gift of the Boren Western Art Collection.
6. The University implemented a 3-1 nursing
program, which is affiliated with Indiana
Wesleyan University; a full contingent of 15 new
students enrolled this fall.

7. The University launched an
Orphans and Vulnerable Children
major, with 20 students identified as
majors.
8. The University implemented
new majors in Cybersecurity,
Anthropology and Sociology, as well
as Health Promotion and Wellness.
9. The University partnered with
Marion General Hospital and Upland
Health and Diagnostic Center to
launch a new diabetes prevention
program.
10. The University made progress
on a standalone nursing program.
A consultant was hired, research
completed, and architectural
plans selected. The program is an
enrollment related initiative, and is
expected to draw 250 new students.
11. The University also made
significant progress on a
comprehensive campaign (to be
launched in 2020) that will focus
on a new liberal arts facility, a new
performing arts facility, and $100
million in student scholarships. This
will be Taylor’s largest campaign,
ever!
In the meantime, the past year
also evidenced significant progress
in the funding for a new Film
and Media facility, a new Athletic
Complex (both enrollment-related),
and the Dome’s renovation (which
will house the Boren Western Art
Collection). And, you will soon
see the walls of a new University
bookstore/press/post office going up
on campus.
The University also completed and
dedicated building refurbishments
and projects: Bond Plaza, the

Hodson Dining Commons entry, the
Meredith Prayer Chapel, and the
new campus clock.
With respect to the University’s
finances, I am pleased to report
Taylor ended the fiscal year with
a balanced budget. In addition, it
survived a vigorous audit and will
receive a clean audit opinion letter.
Due to good investment returns,
the Taylor endowment is now just
shy of $100 million (I remember
when it was less than $15 million!),
and Taylor’s net assets grew by $7.4
million.
Our auditors tell us we have much
for which we can be thankful, but we
are not out of the woods yet. We still
have risk and it will require wisdom,
hard work, and God’s continued
blessing to reach our financial goals.
Space does not allow for a 2-page
listing of student, faculty, and
institutional accomplishments,
but it must be noted that in many
instances our students, faculty, and
Taylor were recognized nationally
for excellence.
Fiscal 2017-18 was a very good
year for Taylor University! Did we
confront difficulties? Yes, we did.
Are we going to blow the doors off of
2018-19? Yes, we are!
IN 2018-19, WE WILL FOCUS LIKE A
LASER ON THE FOLLOWING:
1. We will remain true to our
Christian heritage, orthodox
faith, reliance on scripture, and
institutional mission. We will not
drift!
2. We will strive for quality and
excellence in all that we do, which
are the only standards acceptable to
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

3. We will continue our commitment and
redouble our efforts to create a diverse,
welcoming, loving, supportive, and safe
environment for our students, faculty, and staff
that is globally aware and globally involved.
4. We will continue to cultivate internal and
external relationships. This place thrives on
intentional community and deep, supportive
relationships. We will commit ourselves to that
Taylor distinctive.

14. We will implement a marketing
strategy to raise Taylor’s visibility
and brand awareness.
15. We will advance a stand-alone
nursing program that is consistent
with Taylor’s mission.
16. We will continue research and
initial steps towards the creation of
five graduate programs.

5. We will continue to provide more opportunities
for faculty, staff, and student input into
University operations, planning, and issues.

17. We will offer intercollegiate
women’s lacrosse, men’s volleyball,
and competitive cheer.

6. We will continue to study and improve our
compensation system to ensure we are paying
our people a fair and equitable wage.

18. We will continue our focus on
raising student scholarships to
ensure Taylor remains affordable
and a good value.

7. We will continue to concentrate on enrollment
growth.
8. We will implement our new strategic plan that
represents the input of the Taylor community.
9. We will continue to evaluate and adjust
programs, majors, and opportunities to ensure
Taylor remains relevant, responsive, and a leader
in Christian higher education.
10. We will continue the development of what
will be the largest comprehensive campaign in
Taylor’s history.

My friends, there will be no “tapping
of the brakes” in 2018-19. The task
at hand is too important and the
challenges too great to let up. It’s
full speed ahead, and may God richly
bless our efforts in the year ahead
as we seek to honor Him at Taylor
University.
Amen.

11. We will continue to work diligently to bring
clarity and resolve to foundational institutional
policies, documents, and expectations.
12. We will continue to work to ensure the right
people are in the right positions of responsibility
to meet the many challenges confronting Taylor
today and in the future.
13. We will continue the “front door initiative,”
focusing on: the Admissions program, our
campus beautification project, the town of Upland
initiative, and the Taylor website.
Lowell Haines ’75 serves as President of
Taylor University.
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Still
Taylor
After All
These
Years

A successful Big 10 basketball coach,
a Pulitzer Prize winner, a physician
honored for a life of service, a beloved
President Emeritus and former First
Lady, and the original author of the Life
Together Covenant – these were among
those alumni who were honored at
Taylor’s Homecoming and Family
Weekend, October 12-14.
A cool, rainy day greeted the crowd of
Taylor alumni, family members, and
friends, estimated at more than 2,300.
But the sun came out on Saturday and
Sunday, allowing hundreds of Taylor
alumni, some more than 80 years old,
to walk the campus sidewalks once
again and remember the work that
God did in their lives when they were
young.
A highlight of the weekend came when
multi-Platinum, Grammy, and Dove
Award-winning singer/songwriter
Michael W. Smith performed in
concert for a sold-out Rediger Chapel/
Auditorium. It marked his third
appearance on the Taylor campus. Also
featured was the annual Cardboard
Boat Regatta at Taylor Lake and a
concert by ensembles from Taylor’s
Department of Music, Theatre, and
Dance, along with lots of sports and a
wide variety of food.
But the richest moments during those
three days came when old college
friends would spot one another across
the room, greet each other in a warm
embrace, and pick up right where they
left off 20, 30, even 50 years ago.
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Dr. Robert Schenck, Presidential
Medallion recipient.

Michael W. Smith in
concert at Homecoming.
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Bonni Gygi greets
Barbara Gentile.

Chip Jaggers receives the
Presidential Medallion.

Chris Holtmann greets
Paul Patterson.
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Seven
Days of
Heroin
Taylor alumna Chrissie Thompson ’08 Fink plays
a role in illuminating the heroin epidemic.
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Family members and onlookers had gathered around
the house when the paramedics emerged, struggling
under the weight of a body bag. The body was that of a
34-year-old male who had been dead for several hours. When
his girlfriend found him, there was a needle in his arm. As the
paramedics began the arduous task of navigating the concrete
steps to the sidewalk, one of them lost his grip and the body
hit the ground. A shout came from the crowd – it was the victim’s mother. “That’s my child! He isn’t a piece of garbage!”
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Chrissie Thompson Fink says her work as a
journalist is an expression of her faith.
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His name was Tommy. His mother believed that, just maybe,
her son had escaped heroin’s grinding cycle of overdoses, neardeath experiences, and arrests. It had been a year since he had
last used and he was volunteering at clinics and mentoring a
friend who also was trying to overcome his own addiction to
heroin.
Tommy’s story was one of many such stories chronicled in a
Cincinnati Enquirer investigative report, Seven Days of Heroin – a
piece that was published in the summer of 2017 and was so
impactful that it won a 2018 Pulitzer Prize for Local Reporting.
One of the journalists who contributed to Seven Days was Taylor
alumna Chrissie Thompson ’08 Fink.

were more than 72,000 overdose deaths throughout the United
States in 2017 – a jump of 10 percent from 2016. The CDC says
nearly 49,000 of those deaths were caused by opioids, and the
highest death rates were in West Virginia, Pennsylvania, and
Ohio.
During the week studied by the Enquirer, there were at least
180 overdoses and 18 deaths. More than 200 heroin users were
in jail. And, perhaps most disturbing, was that in the greaterCincinnati area, in just one week, 15 babies were born with
heroin-related medical problems.

For Fink, as well as the other journalists who compiled Seven
Days of Heroin, winning any sort of prize, let alone journalism’s
highest prize, was not the objective. It was, rather, their
Fink graduated from Taylor with a degree in Communication
desire to shine light on a crisis in a compelling way, instead
and until recently served as the Enquirer’s Columbus, Ohio,
of what Fink calls “turn-the-screw,” formulaic stories that
bureau chief. She was a member of the editorial team for the
don’t grab and hold the attention of readers. “That is what we
project that marshaled the skills of more than 60 reporters,
do as journalists. I think we’ve always been called to expose
photographers, videographers, and editors from the Enquirer
and other newspapers in Ohio to chronicle the spiraling heroin the truth and help work toward a solution,” she said. “On
a personal level, this was our community. If you can bring
and opioid epidemic in the Cincinnati area.
awareness of how this epidemic is affecting each one of us in
ways a lot of people don’t realize, you can save a life. People
Seven Days of Heroin examined multiple aspects of the impact
think it can’t happen to them, or their co-workers, or their
of heroin addiction on not only the victims, but also their
kids’ friends. (But) it might happen to them.”
families, loved ones, and friends. There was a disturbing
sameness in the stories, photos, and video clips used in the
Fink said her work as a journalist – especially in this case –
report: emaciated bodies, skin sores, scarred faces that looked
anywhere from 20 to 30 years older than they really were, eyes is an expression of her faith. “I think the calling I have as a
journalist is being in total step as my calling as a believer:
filled with fear, resignation, and emptiness.
to expose the truth and hold the powerful accountable, of
course, but also to help people reconcile with each other and to
One sells her body for money so she can buy the synthetic
establish justice and act with compassion,” she said.
drug fentanyl. Another laments that she cannot be with her
children after overdosing at a birthday party. Some escape
“I think that this project ultimately did all of those things,”
death when emergency workers revive them with the opioid
she added. “If you put it in terms of saving lives and the value
reversal drug Naxolone, better known as Narcan. In another
instance, police discover a three-year-old child strapped in her of a human life, that is fully in step with what I believe as a
Christian and I hope it would be in line with what Jesus would
car seat, the child’s parents both high. And one tells a judge
be doing if He were here in this time. I hope it is what Christ
after his sentencing, “You’re not going to change me.”
does through each of us as we live in the midst of an epidemic
like this. For me, the value of each person’s story is one of the
“The drug has become so strong, and the other synthetic
reasons – we value each person’s story because we see the
drugs have become so strong, the peoples’ tolerance breaks
image of God in each of them. When we lose people to the
down,” Fink said. “They are playing with fire. It’s not what
they are used to. I know stories of people who were drug rehab heroin epidemic or their lives are destroyed, we are called to be
counselors who got messed up with it and passed away. I know in community with them to help restore them.”
journalists who have told us about their family members
getting messed up with it. These are the journalists who are
EDITOR’S NOTE: Fink, her husband Chris ’07, and their one-year-old
writing about it.”
daughter Charlotte recently moved to Spokane, Washington, where
Chris joined the faculty of Gonzaga University. Although she left the
The cases studied by Fink and the writers from the Enquirer
Enquirer, Fink is now the Education Editor for USA Today. She was
are a microcosm of a much wider health crisis. According to
honored during Taylor University’s 2018 Homecoming and Family
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), there
Weekend for service to Taylor.
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NEW

TR AJECTORY
By James R. Garringer H’15

The proposed Athletic Complex would be located at
the north end of Turner Stadium and would include
locker rooms, offices, training and weight rooms,
and meeting rooms.
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Behind Maytag Gymnasium, there
was once an old wooden storage
shed. Although it was a weathered,
small, and inauspicious structure
that had been built to store track
hurdles and other equipment, the
business conducted under its roof
was of far greater consequence. It
was there Coach Don Odle ’42 led
dozens of his athletes to faith in
Christ. And it was from there those
athletes emerged with changed
hearts, sent on a new trajectory
that was no longer based in the
here-and-now, but on the things of
eternity.

Everett Pollard set the Taylor record
during his four years, throwing for
more than 7,000 yards.
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The shed has been gone for years. Maytag was converted into
the Rediger Chapel/Auditorium more than 40 years ago. Both
were replaced by facilities that better suited the needs of
Taylor’s growing student body. It could rightly be said that
at Taylor University each building that has ever been built
was never about simply function or even bells and whistles.
There was always an eternal purpose, whether it was the
Mitchell Theatre, Hodson Dining Commons, or the Zondervan
Library. Alumni from years past wistfully share stories of their
encounters with God in a little room on the east end of Sickler
Hall – a space that became the Meredith Prayer Chapel. Odle
himself recounted how he returned to Shreiner Auditorium in
Helena Memorial Hall to drive a nail into the floor at the place
where he knelt to ask Christ into his heart.
The common denominator was a dedicated space. Taylor’s
administrators say a proposed two-story, 27,000 square foot

One of two meeting rooms in the proposed Athletic Complex, which will overlook the field at Turner Stadium.

Athletic Complex to be constructed at the north
end of Turner Stadium will not only modernize
training facilities and provide expanded locker
room space for three Taylor athletic programs, it
will, by extension, lay the groundwork for even
more athletes to be able to grow in the knowledge
and understanding of Christ.
According to Rex Bennett, Taylor’s Vice President
for University Advancement and a former college
athlete, the new facility will play a dynamic role
in one of Taylor’s strategic goals – to grow overall
enrollment from just over 2,000 to more than
2,500 students. He said the Athletic Complex
will create a dedicated space that will allow the
number of Taylor’s student athletes to climb from
450 to more than 600.
“We believe there is a kind of discipleship
that happens only in athletics,” said Bennett.
“Athletics play a unique role in creating toughminded servant leaders. These are men and
women who are serious about their studies,

serious about their athletic pursuits, and
especially serious about growing in their walk
with the Lord. This is especially true at Taylor
University, where our athletes as a whole
consistently have some of the highest GPAs and
retention rates in our student body.”
Bennett said the new Complex will include a
weight training facility, capable of being used
by up to 130 athletes at a time, as well as athletic
training facilities – especially crucial needs for
Taylor’s student-athletes in that the enhanced
offerings will better protect those athletes from
injuries inherent in their respective sports. The
new Complex will also include an expanded
football locker room, locker rooms for Taylor’s
men’s and women’s soccer programs, team
meeting rooms and staff offices, expanded
laundry services, and a 4,000 square-foot
reception area for hosting alumni, parents,
friends, and recruits.

Kyle Gould ’02, Athletic Director and Head
Baseball Coach at Taylor, says the ability to play
for legendary baseball coach Larry Winterholter
’64 was a pivotal part of his baseball and athletic
career and it also helped shape the man he
became. He added that as life-changing as his
experience was, it was not unique. “Athletics at
Taylor has always been about winning, but even
more about shaping the lives of our athletes into
the likeness of Christ,” he said. “When we hire
coaches, we don’t just look at their coaching
philosophy, as important as that is, but we also
consider the kind of man and woman they
are and how they will steward the lives with
which they are being entrusted. As wonderful as
winning is - and our goal is to do a lot of winning
- we are working to equip our athletes to have
an eternal impact in the lives of everyone they
encounter.”
For Mae Elizabeth Gimre ’19, the physical
challenges of training and pushing herself as
a runner for Taylor’s nationally second-ranked
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Mae Elizabeth Gimre (center) was a
senior on Taylor’s women’s cross country
team, ranked second in the nation.
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ATHLETICS PLAY A
UNIQUE ROLE IN
CREATING TOUGHMINDED SERVANT
LEADERS. THESE
ARE MEN AND
WOMEN WHO
ARE SERIOUS
ABOUT THEIR
STUDIES, SERIOUS
ABOUT THEIR
ATHLETIC
PURSUITS, AND
ESPECIALLY
SERIOUS ABOUT
GROWING IN
THEIR WALK
WITH THE LORD.

women’s cross country team played a vital
role in her Taylor experience. “Working hard
every day (and) having triumphs, great failures,
and disappointments in which I have to give
myself grace, remind me that in my faith I must
continue to press on and accept God’s grace,”
she said. “Coach Q (Quinn White ’87) constantly
reminds us to use our gifts to the best of our
ability … My teammates have shown me what
it means to love and sacrifice and enjoy life. We
support each other through prayer, carrying
each other’s burdens, and by simply being there
for each other. We have helped each other grow
through sharing testimonies, prayer groups, and
giving devotionals. I am so thankful for their
presence in my life.”
“I can’t talk about my football experience without
talking about Coach Ron Korfmacher ’82 and
his commitment to discipleship and disciple
making – that is a huge commitment in the
football program,” said Everett Pollard ’19, who
as quarterback for the Trojans established career
passing yardage mark with over 7,000 yards.
“When I was a freshman, the type of spiritual
leaders we had on the team was fundamental
to the way I started my experience at Taylor.
I had guys telling me where to engage in the
community and not just be a football player. That
was huge. One of the most fond memories I had
was worshipping. The first week of fall camp is
probably the hardest. After the first week, we had
worship on Sunday and we had a bunch of bad
singing by a big group of young men singing their
hearts out and praising the Lord.
“Throughout the years it has challenged me to
continue that experience and legacy of what the
Taylor football experience actually provides –
discipleship and disciple making – a commitment
to service, to your teammates,” Pollard added.
“These are the kinds of interactions and
experiences for which Taylor University’s athletic
program is recognized,” Bennett said. “Our
student-athletes need a facility that will allow us
to better steward their gifts and callings, be they
physical or spiritual. This world needs more and
more Taylor University graduates who are marked
with a passion to share the redemptive love and
truth of Christ with a world in need. Lord willing,
this new Athletic Complex will play a central part
in meeting those needs.”
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VISTA

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE While the Silent Night basketball game gets
coverage on ESPN and other national outlets, the annual singing of the beloved Christmas carol at the end of Taylor’s final chapel of the fall semester
stands as one of our best-loved and most sacred traditions.
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A LU M N I
N OT E S
1960

01 Charles W. Ford, Ph.D. and his wife Barbara
(Hanawalt ’61) organized a Ford reunion
in June at Maranatha Bible Conference in
Muskegon, Michigan, where Barbara worked
with other Taylor students while in college.
Carol (Ford ’59) McGee and her husband
Richard joined them. The Fords, who originally
held their wedding reception in the Dome
at Taylor, have been blessed with children,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren totaling
34. This year they established the Charles and
Barbara Ford Scholarship in recognition of what
their Taylor experience has meant to them and
also the many students who learn and practice
the values instilled by the Taylor community.
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S U B M I T T I N G A L U M N I N O T E S I S S I M P L E … Visit taylor.edu/
alumninotes to submit your alumni notes updates and photos. Please
remember to upload only photos including alumni and a minimum
resolution of 200KB or 4 x 6 inches. Notes can also be submitted by
email at magazine@taylor.edu, by phone at (800) 882-3456 ext. 5170,
or by mail.

ALUMNI NOTES
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1956

1968

02 Elmer E. Kirsch celebrated his
91st birthday in March. He served
36 years in higher education as Vice
President of Academics at Bethany
Bible College in Santa Cruz, California.
He also spent 18 years at Central Bible
College, Springfield, Missouri, from
which he retired in 1997. He and his
wife Alice recently celebrated their
67th wedding anniversary.

06 Larry ’68 and Susan ’69 Correll
are excited about the birth of their
4th and 5th great grandchildren. The
twins were born the end of May and
we welcome them to our family! Praise
God for His goodness.

1965

Donald Williams just published his
11th book, An Encouraging Thought: The
Christian Worldview in the Writings of J. R.
R. Tolkien (Cambridge, Ohio: Christian
Mark Govertsen was inducted into the Publishing House, 2018). Williams is
the R. A. Forrest Scholar at Toccoa Falls
Joel Barlow High Athletic Hall of Fame
College, where he teaches medieval
in Redding, Connecticut, on November
literature and modern apologetics. In
11, 2017. Mark was a three-sport athlete
June, he spoke on Taylor's campus at
at Barlow; he played basketball and
the Frances White Ewbank Colloquium
ran track and cross country. He was
conference champion in the long jump, hosted by Taylor’s Center for the Study
high jump, 220, 440, and the 800 relay. At of C. S. Lewis and Friends.
the class meet he was second in the 440
and 220. Mark was also a track athlete at
Taylor University.
Greg and Dr. Jeanine (King) Childs
have sold their funeral business in
Churubusco, Indiana. Greg continues to
Alan and Linda (Roye) Begbie reunited serve as organist of Churubusco United
as a couple in 2014 and married on April Methodist Church, is the organist/
choral director at St. Mary Mother of
18, 2015. They live in Sheboygan Falls,
God Catholic Church in Fort Wayne,
Wisconsin, most of the year and spend
and is president elect of the Indiana
the winter in Faith, North Carolina.
Funeral Directors Association. Jeanine
continues in private practice as
a psychotherapist in Fort Wayne,
08 Tom O'Brien recently sold his
specializing in Eye Movement
practice, Queen City Retirement
Desensitization and Reprocessing. The
Advisors. He served his Financial
couple lives in Fort Wayne.
Advisory clients for over 44 years. Tom
and his friend Mel Christiansen also
enjoyed a great time with their wives
on an Alaskan cruise in June.

03 Carollyn Lee (Saxton) Peerman and
her husband William celebrated their
45th wedding anniversary on August
4, 2018. They were the dinner guests of
close friends Lila Rosenthal and Lucille
Williams. The afternoon celebration
took place at the historic Virginian Hotel
on the top floor overlooking the city of
Lynchburg, Virginia.

1967

04 Wayne Coombs and David Leveille
’60 met for a lunch mini reunion and
were joined by Nelson Rediger.
05 Lynn Davis received the 2018
Staff Career Achievement Award
from Virginia Tech. Now a retired
communications director for the College
of Natural Resources and Environment,
Lynn served at Virginia Tech for 24 years.
She says her career was marked by a
lifelong pursuit of service, engagement,
communication, and strategic
partnerships, which embody the spirit
of Ut Prosim – a Latin phrase meaning
“That I May Serve.”

10

1969

07 Robert Wolgemuth’s book Lies Men
Believe: And the Truth that Sets Them Free
was released on September 4, 2018. It is
listed in the top 100 by Barnes & Noble.

1970

09 Paul and Connie (Hall ’75) Lightfoot
left their Upland home of 36 years and
moved to Fishers, Indiana, to pursue
a more active lifestyle. Of their family
of eight Taylor grads, six live in the
Fishers and Carmel area. The Lightfoots
say living close to four of their six
grandchildren (as well as two daughters
and their husbands) is a huge perk and
they are looking forward to connecting
with TU friends in the Indy area.
10 Vicki (McCormick) Olson retired
after a 26-year teaching career in the
Anoka-Hennepin School District,
Minnesota, where she worked as
an elementary teacher, reading
teacher, and literacy specialist. Now,
she is on to the next chapter of her life,
which includes more time with her
seven grandchildren. She resides with
her husband Rick ’75 also newly retired,
in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota.
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S E E W H AT ’S G O I N G
ON IN THE LIVES OF
TAY L O R A LU M N I

1976

11 Laurie Bobbitt retired on July 1, 2017,
after a career of over 36 years working
for the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources in environmental regulation
and long term stewardship. Laurie was
a biology major at Taylor. Following
graduation, she worked as a naturalist at
AuSable Environmental Institute near
Mancelona, Michigan, and then earned
a MA in Natural Resources and Biology
at Ball State University. Laurie taught
junior and senior high school science
and biology at a Christian school in
Louisville, Kentucky, before moving to
Missouri. She plans to concentrate on
traveling and writing. She welcomes
contacts from other Taylor grads.

1977

Ann L. Kemper works as a Supervisory
Librarian for the U.S. Army in
Dongducheon, South Korea, where
she manages three Army libraries at
Camp Red Cloud, Camp Casey, and
Camp Hovey. She says although many
of her co-workers are Buddhist, there
are some Korean Christians there as
well, and that overall the Koreans are
gracious and hospitable. She is praying
for a peaceful reuniting of North and
South Korea. She adds she is grateful for
this time in South Korea.

1980

12 Ken Hayes married his wife
Kristen on July 13. Several Taylor
alumni celebrated with them. Pictured
left to right are Cal and Raeann
(Johnson '80) Stuart, Kristin and Ken
Hayes, Sally and Jon Heaney, and
Patty and John Phillips ’81.

1983

13 Clint and Dawn (Laibly ’84)
Holden live in Highlands Ranch,
Colorado. Clint serves with Educational
Media Foundation (K-LOVE & Air1
Radio) as a donor advisor. He and Dawn
own SchoolRIGHT, LLC., which serves
Christian schools through tuition aid
verification, comprehensive surveys,
and educational tools. They have three
married sons and one grandchild.
14 Brian Long celebrated his 20th year
as Lead Pastor of Foothills Church in
Cameron Park, California. He and his wife
Cindy (Price ’81) celebrated the birth of
their second grandchild, Brooklyn Esther,
who was born to their daughter Britton
Parsons and her husband Sam.

1989

15 Dirk Rowley has joined the staff
of WANE-TV in Fort Wayne, Indiana,
as a news anchor. Dirk, is a longtime
broadcaster in Fort Wayne, having
hosted a daily lifestyle program for the
past four years on the local ABC affiliate,
and prior to that working as a popular
on-air personality at WAJI radio station.
During his career, Dirk has made
connections with and interviewed
countless business, community, and
non-profit leaders in Northeast Indiana
and Northwest Ohio. Dirk and his wife
Sabra are parents to Teagan ’20, a
Taylor junior.

1991

18 Joel and Tammy (Gerstung ’92)
Brown are parents to 11 children –
three of them their biological children
and the other eight, whom they have
adopted over the last 15 years: Ramon
(24), Haley (21), Savannah (20), Ellie (18),
Grace (16), Samuel (15), Isaac (14), Josiah
(10), Elijah (8), Charis (6), and Titus (5).

1992

Paul Keller and his wife Kate recently
moved to Sicily to minister to North
African refugees. They are on staff with
One Mission Society, which is based in
Greenwood, Indiana, and are parents
to two sons, Benjamin (8) and Joseph
16 Rex Stump and his wife Jennifer
now have two sons at Taylor. Pictured are (6). Paul can be reached at pkeller@
Rex, Jenny, Carter ’22, Collin ’19, and Clay. onemissionsociety.org.
Rex serves as an Area Director for the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA),
and Lead Pastor at True North Church.
19 Heidi (Clark) Smitley enjoyed
Jenny is the FCA Office Administrator.
working as an admissions counselor at
Taylor for several years before teaching
in Honduras and later assuming her
current position at Catholic Central
17 Christa (Ittzes '92) Upton has
published her newest book: MCS: Banished High School in 1999. She says her years
as a student and as an employee at
from the Human Race. Banished chronicles
TU were wonderful and she is glad
her struggle with extreme Multiple
Chemical Sensitivity, or MCS (also known God gave her those experiences in
as Toxic Injury or Environmental Illness), preparation for her work as a school
counselor in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
an illness that she has struggled with
She and her husband Bill have three
since 2008 that has left her homebound
and bedridden.After moving to the Black sons: Andrew, Benjamin, and Caleb.

1993

1990

Hills of South Dakota and struggling to
find safe housing, she and her husband
Steve were blessed to find a church that
helped them build a low-chemical house
where they have lived for the past twoand-a-half years. Additional blessings
from God included the willingness
of their 20-year old son to stay home
to care for the family for a period of
time, which has allowed Steve to begin
working outside the home for the first
time in eight years. In December 2017,
he accepted a position with Holcer &
Company Tax and Financial Services. In
spite of her physical challenges, Christa
has written several books and published
a website that shares information,
blog posts, resources, and photos that
tell the story of their journey: www.
blackhillspicturebooks.com. In addition
to their grown son, Christa and Steve are
parents to two teenage children.They live
near Hot Springs, South Dakota.
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20 Carey Collins has returned to
Taylor to enroll in the Master of Arts
in Higher Education (MAHE) program
following a 25-year career during which
he taught math and theater in the
public schools. His wife Julie (Allport)
is supporting the family with full time
work after many years of being a stayat-home mom and a couple years of
working with special needs children
and adults. Their daughter Samantha
’20 is a junior history major living in
Bergwall, and their son Tyler ’22 is a
freshman environmental science major,
also living in Bergwall.
21 Alan and Amy (Nordquist ’91)
Muia are the co-founders of New Earth
Recovery, a faith-based non-profit
offering a residential recovery program
for men and women overcoming drug
and alcohol addiction. They live in
Mount Vernon, Washington. Visit www.
NERecovery.org and drop them a line.

UPCOMING
ALUMNI
EVENTS
H E R I TA G E W E E K E N D
April 26–27, 2019

H O M E C O M I N G & FA M I LY
WEEKEND
October 4–6, 2019

22 Gabriel "Gabe" Wehrle ’22, son of
Janet and David Wehrle and grandson of
Barry and Phyllis (Grimm) Wehrle '67,
started at Taylor this Fall as an Ockenga
Scholar. His twin brother Elliot attends
Fordham University in Bronx, New York,
on a Marine NROTC Scholarship. His
younger brother Nathaniel is working on
his private pilot's license and will be a
senior at Eastern Christian High School
in North Haledon, New Jersey. David
is pastor of Leonia United Methodist
Church in Leonia. Janet is a speech/
language pathologist at Kessler Institute
for Rehabilitation in Saddle Brook.

1995

23 Anne (Goldsmith) Horch and
her husband Jeff recently moved to
Minneapolis, Minnesota, with their
four kids, where Jeff now serves as the
Senior Pastor of Village Church.
24 Max Fulwider got married on July
1, 2017, in Næstved, Denmark to Line
Frøling (Nielsen). They were married in
her hometown church that dates back
to the 13th/14th century. They are living
in Nashville, Tennessee, and have a
daughter, Nola Grace.

1996

25 Casey Kolkman and his wife Ashlee
are living in Bluffton, Indiana. They
married in December of 2014 and are
parents to five children. Ashlee runs a
dog grooming business. The Kolkman’s
17-year-old son Alex is a senior at
Bishop Dwenger High School in Fort
Wayne, and is interested in playing
football at Taylor. Casey coaches varsity
football at Bishop Dwenger.
39

1998

26 Ken Bubp is a founding partner in
a new non-profit organization, The City
Fund. The City Fund supports education
leaders throughout the United States
to make their public education systems
better for all students. Previously, Ken
worked in similar, city-based work
in Indianapolis as the Executive Vice
President at The Mind Trust, and
before that as COO at Conner Prairie
Interactive History Park.
27 Knicki Karsies and her husband
Tim serve as Holland Burn 24/7
directors while also serving on the
national leadership team for Awaken
the Dawn. As a family, they pursue
their calling to know they are beloved
by God. Burn 24/7 allows Knicki and
Tim to live out their calling locally,
while Awaken the Dawn allows them
to shepherd regional leaders across
the USA as they in turn shepherd and
disciple state leaders. They are parents
to six children, ages 23 to 12. They keep
busy with athletics, choir, youth group,
and theatre activities. More info about
their ministry can be found at https://
ourbunch13.wixsite.com/amado.

1999

28 Danielle (Lugbill) Black was
recently named Teacher of the Year
for the Penn-Harris-Madison School
Corporation in Mishawaka, Indiana.
An Elkhart, Indiana, native, Danielle
taught at Goshen High School before
joining the Penn system five years ago.
She also spent several years focusing on
her Goshen-based nonprofit, Awake &
Alive, which she co-founded in 2011.
29 Joanna (Cicero ’99) Pepper and
her family celebrated a banner year in
2017. In April, they joyfully finalized the
adoption of their daughter, Ariel Grace
(3); her husband Kenny retired after 27
years of service in the Coast Guard; and
the family moved back to their roots in
Virginia. After settling in for two weeks,
they spent the summer traveling across
the country and in their travel trailer.
30 Matthew Storz and his wife
Briony welcomed their first child
Harper Rose on April 29, 2017. She
weighed in at 8 lbs. 13oz. and was 20
inches long. The Stortzes have been
married for six years and currently
reside in Ripon, Wisconsin.

2000

31 Steve and Rachael (Lieberman)
Morley moved to Greensboro, North
Carolina, in June 2017 with their
40

children, Jacob (age 11) and Grace (age
9). This transition came after 21 years
of living in Upland, Indiana, and 17
years of working at Taylor University.
Steve had served as Morris Assistant
Hall Director, Wengatz Hall Director,
Director of Residence Life, Associate
Dean, and most recently, Dean of
Students. He now serves as Director
of Campus Planning with Credo, a
consulting firm that specializes in
working with private colleges and
universities. Rachael works part-time
from home as a transcriptionist. They
miss their beloved community in
Upland but are experiencing God’s
love and faithfulness in a new season.
They would love to connect with
other alumni in the area. Feel free to
email them at morleystephen@gmail.
com or rcmorley@taylor.edu.
32 Luke and Mandi (Campbell ’04)
Simpson moved back to Atlanta,
Georgia, from Washington DC in June.
Just four weeks later, the Simpsons
welcomed Amelia Rose to the family.
Mandi also was named partner at the
accounting firm Crowe LLP on July 1.

2001

John and Laura (Bayes) McConda
welcomed their daughter Evelyn Vonne
to the family on August 15, 2017. Laura
homeschools their four older children
and John works at Moser Consulting in
Indianapolis, Indiana.

2002

33 Michael and Rebecca (Painter)
Kenney ’03 welcomed their first son,
Noah Morris, on April 17. Noah joined
his sisters Emma (6), Hannah (4), and
Mia (2). Mike manages Kenney and
Company, a real estate brokerage firm
in Colorado Springs, Colorado, while
Becky stays home with the family.
34 Krista (Vannoy) McKinnon
and her husband Robert live in the
Augusta, Georgia, area. She is mother
to four-year-old twins who are starting
preschool this year and is also teaching
piano lessons part-time.

2003

35 Kristen Prillwitz married Sam
Chu in June 2017. Taylor alumni at
the wedding included (from left to
right): Heidi Prillwitz ’07, Stephanie
(Tatone) Winningham, Madison
(Bishop ’10) Prillwitz, Joe Prillwitz
'70, Jonathan Prillwitz '09, and Ursala
(Chase) Pankonin. Not pictured: Katy
(Benhardus) Hondlik.

2004

36 Martha (McGrath) Brown recently
accepted a lecturer position at North
Carolina State University, teaching
Sport Management and assisting
students with internships. She lives
with her husband Andy and their son
Aidan in Raleigh.
37 Leigh Anne Hunt married Richard
Taylor Murphy on December 1, 2017,
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Taylor
alumni in attendance included: Sarah
Helderman, Stephanie (Gruber)
Offord, Kaiti (Bierdeman) Burgess,
Leann (Bailey) Russell, and Twila
(Jones) Glenn.

2005

38 Josh Cervone and his wife Rebecca
are parents to twin boys Levi and Ezra
(3), and are expecting their third child
on October 30. Josh is an Associate
Pastor of Family Ministries at Beacon
Church in Galloway, New Jersey.
39 Andrew Slate and his wife Cristi
welcomed their third child, Jonathan,
in October 2017. They also have
daughters Elyse (6) and Hannah (4). The
family has lived in Russia since 2015
and recently opened a travel business
to bring tourists to the North Caucasus
Mountains. They'd love to hear from
any Taylor alumni who are planning
a trip. Church groups are welcome.
Visit www.beyondredsquare.com.
40 Katie (Baglien) Smith and her
husband Drew were blessed with
the arrival of their first child, Asher
Beckett, who was born February 8.
The Smiths live in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
where Drew teaches. They enjoy
building relationships and welcoming
international students to the Lord.
41 Lana (Gottschalk) Wilson and
her husband Kyle welcomed a new
daughter, Piper Elaine, on March 9, 2017.
Piper joins her older brother, Parker (3).

2006

42 Addie (Waterman) Cunningham
and her husband Eric live in
Noblesville, Indiana, with their five
daughters, Brooke (9), Kinley (7), Clara
(4), Ella (3), and Emmy (1).
43 Schyler Helms and his wife Kei
Sato are proud parents of a healthy
baby boy, Jayden Helms Sato, who was
born July 12. They live in Niigata, Japan,
where Schyler works as a manager at a

business that offers children's English
lessons. He is responsible for training
and supporting other foreign English
teachers in his prefecture. His younger
brother Joel ’15 also attended Taylor,
and Schyler’s sister Analiese ’20 is a
junior at Taylor.
44 Tyler Humphries is a firefighter/
paramedic at Red White and Blue Fire
in Breckenridge, Colorado. Tyler and
his wife Rebecca are parents to three
children: Uriah Mark (8), Pearl Elaine
(6), and Titus Mark (4).
45 Brittany (Slagle) Maxwell and her
husband Cameron recently traveled to
Indianapolis, Indiana, to visit Lauren
(Walton) George, her husband, and
their two children, Riley and Bryson.
Brittany and Lauren were college
roommates in OIson Hall for three
years and later lived down the street
from each other in Charlotte, North
Carolina. They spent the weekend
exploring Indianapolis, visiting
Taylor, and remembering all the
reasons why they were so thankful to
attend Taylor and to have developed
their life-long friendship.

2007

46 A group of Taylor alumni have
faithfully reunited every year since
graduation. This year they gathered
for their 11th summer reunion at Lake
Wawasee in Syracuse, Indiana. They
included: Joy (Resetar) Gordon, Erin
Tobias, Mindy (Peterson) Zurcher,
Addie (Waterman ’06) Cunningham,
Natalie (Uetrecht) Ganz, Jenny
(Courter) Ummel, Sarah (Toldt)
Targgart, and Jen (Walsh) Craig.
47 Scott Figgins assumed the role
of Senior Vice President of Insurance
Operations at Brotherhood Mutual
Insurance Company in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, on July 1. In his new role,
Scott oversees insurance functions
that include underwriting, claims,
sales, marketing, and research and
development. Prior to that, Scott served
Brotherhood Mutual for nine years as
Vice President of Underwriting, and 12
years as Vice President of Claims. He
joined Brotherhood Mutual in 1989 as a
claims adjuster.
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48 Sarah (Leonard) Normansell and
her husband Jeffrey welcomed their
second daughter, Addison Taylor, on
February 19. They also have proud
big sister, Samantha Emmalynn
(2). Sarah completed her master’s
degree in Curriculum, Instruction
and Supervision from The University
of North Carolina at Wilmington in
December 2017.
49 Matt and Alisa (Smith) Stallings
welcomed their first child, a boy whom
they named Miles, on January 19. They
live in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
50 Matt and Laura (Rizzo) Tomcik’s
daughter Ellie was born in June, much to
the delight of her big brother Isaiah (1).
51 Zach Zender married Taylor
Pritchett on July 28 in Fort Worth,
Texas. The wedding party included
Matt Brubaker and Ben Brooks.

2008

52 Michael and Whitney (Ramsland)
McKevitt welcomed their fourth child,
Cora June McKevitt, who was born on
May 8. Cora joins big siblings Dylan (6),
Cameron (4), and Sadie (2).

56 Meggie (Lyzenga) Triggs and her
husband Andrew welcomed a new
Taylor fan into their family: Lincoln
William, who was born on February
4, 2018. They live in the Grand Rapids,
Michigan, area and are doing well.
57 Brad Wood and his wife Laura
welcomed their third daughter, Madelyn
Lee, on June 8. Their two older daughters
are Charlotte (4) and Felicity (2).

2009

Taylor Barkley began a new job as a
Program Officer for Technology and
Innovation Issues at the Charles Koch
Institute in Arlington, Virginia.
58 Matt and Steph (Marshall) Ebright
are now parents of three children:
Micah James (6), Jack Marshall (4), and
Grace Taylor (1). They recently moved
to the Grand Rapids area, as Matt has
completed his neurology residency and
neuromuscular fellowship at University
of Michigan and is beginning his
position as a Neuromuscular Physician
at Spectrum Health in Grand Rapids.
59 Abigail (Erickson) Johnson and her
husband Peter became parents of a little
girl, Zion Olive, on July 14. Zion was 19.5
inches long and weighed 6 lbs. 5 oz.

53 Nate and Darcy ( Miller '09) Miller
welcomed a baby boy, Elias Collins, into
their family on April 29. Elias joins older
60 Lindsey Stone married Nick Salem
siblings Cohen (4) and Stella (2). Nate
on June 3, 2017. The Salems welcomed
is the head men's soccer coach at
their first child Emily Helen on June 29.
Spring Arbor University and Lansing
United, and Darcy is a stay-at-home mom.
The Millers live in Spring Arbor, Michigan.
61 Rachel Brown married Issakar
Doudé in December 2017. The couple
54 Caitlin (Staples) Nunery and her
lives in Virginia where Rachel is
husband Cam are in love with their
first baby, William Brooks. He was born the Regional Manager for North
America for Orphan's Promise. Taylor
on January 3, and was named after
alumni at the wedding included:
William Wilberforce.
Emily Mudge, Krista (Hanson)
Kelbe, Kelsie (Hampshire) Goller,
55 Austen Robison married Kristina
Sarah (Holzrichter) Crenshaw,
White on May 5, in Valparaiso,
Jennie (Binion) Strycker, and Julie
Indiana. They reside in Kokomo,
(Coddington) Dooley.
Indiana, where Austen teaches at

2010

Northwestern High School.

62 Chrissa Gearhart married Leandro
Gamada Silva of Belo Horizonte, Brazil,
on May 12, in Indianapolis. They live in
Parkton, North Carolina, where they
work in ministry together at Rockfish
Camp and Retreat Center, where

Leo is the Assistant Director. Taylor
alumni in the wedding party included:
Hannah (Speckman ’08) Ruyack,
Meagan Bergem '11, Candalyn
(Roberts) Rade, Paul Gearhart '81
(father of the bride), Stephen and
Emily (Clevenger ’15) Gearhart '15,
and Ruth (Gentile ’54) Gearhart.

68 Josh and Kendra (Heim) Kennedy
moved to Nashville, Tennessee, in
September 2017. Josh is a web developer
at Ramsey Solutions, which is popular
financial planner Dave Ramsey's
company. They have two children: Thys
(2) and Èlodie (1). Josh says he and Jake
Long ’11 are still besties.

63 Ethan Harrison recently
completed a Master’s of divinity
(MDiv) and master's of Sacred Theology
from Trinity School for Ministry
in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, near
Pittsburgh. During Ethan's graduate
work, his wife Lindsay (Bohl) served
the Pittsburgh community as a family
therapist for high-risk children
and families. Their daughter, Maren
Anastasia, was also born in June 2017.
Ethan has since been ordained as an
Anglican priest and the family lives
in Destin, Florida, where Ethan serves
as an associate priest at Immanuel
Anglican Church.

69 Caitlin (Knowlton) Shepard and
her husband Samuel welcomed their
son, Peter Samuel, into the family
on February 23. They live in Atlanta,
Georgia, where she works in a drug
discovery lab at Emory University.

64 Yo and Kristin (Goeke) Herman
welcomed their son, Levi, on May 25.
Their daughter, Brielle, is two years old.
65 Jeff Hubley, his wife Kellyn,
and their daughter Maryelle, are
thankful for all that has occurred in
2018. They eagerly anticipate meeting
their son Nathan in October, and
Jeff was recently selected to relocate
restaurants as the Owner/Operator of
a new Chick-fil-A in Vienna, Virginia,
just outside of Washington, DC. If
you would like to connect with him,
or know anyone looking for career
opportunities in that area, email him
at jeff.hubley@cfafranchisee.com.
66 Timmy Huynh married Paige
Landsem on August 5, in Portland,
Oregon. Taylor alumni Luke Shuman
’11 and Andrea (Frackiewickz ’12)
Shuman also attended.
67 Neil and Erin (Kingma) Long
welcomed their first child into the
world on January 5. Everett James
was 7lbs., 11oz. at birth. They live in
Denver, Colorado. Neil is the Director
of Formation and Missions at Park
Church, and Erin is the Executive
Assistant at Seed Fundraisers.

2011

70 Kyle and Janet (Redding) Cassidy
welcomed their first child, Keagan, on
July 10, 2017. Joyful grandparents are
Jay and Marlene Redding ’82 as well as
Michael and Stephanie Cassidy.
71 Ross and Joanna (McCann)
Springman welcomed their first son,
Benjamin, on August 30, 2017.
72 For the last three summers,
Charlynn Knighton has been
producing/directing Tabard Theatre's
Youth/Mentor show. Local, experienced
actors are cast alongside young
actors, ages 7-17, and serve as mentors
throughout a six-week rehearsal
process, leading up to a weekend of
performances. They build relationships
on stage as fellow actors and off stage
where they share advice and tips
and tricks they've learned from their
experience. All three summers, Ana
Williams ’83 has been a mentor and
this summer Emily (Schmeichel
’08) Frank joined as a mentor. They
are shown following their final
performance of Aladdin Jr. this summer.
73 Joel Pincomb recently took a
position with the U.S. Forest Service in
Sedalia, Colorado, as an Off-HighwayVehicle (OHV) Ranger. At Taylor, Joel
majored in environmental science,
studying under Dr. Michael Guebert,
and played soccer for four years for
Coach Gary Ross ’95.

43

2012

74 Lindsay (Hawkins) Bruk and her
husband Adam welcomed their baby
girl, Hazel Lynn, on June 22, 2018. They
live in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
75 Ashley Lytle married Larry
Ingram Jr. on November 4, 2017, in Gas
City, Indiana. Professor Bill Heth and
Bethany Dunn ’13 also attended.
76 Meredith (Piacentini) Zinke and
her husband T.J. welcomed their son,
Malachi James, on March 27, 2018.
77 Jason Schoettmer and Hannah
Helper ’14 were married on July 6. They
live in Carmel, Indiana.

2013

44

81 Kellyn Coats married Christian
Reid on June 30, 2018. It was super-hot,
but a beautiful day. They celebrated
their marriage with their closest
family and friends in a barn in Muncie,
Indiana. Of their 13 bridal party
attendants, seven were Taylor grads.
82 Tyler and Ashley (Wisz) Wood
welcomed their daughter, Willow Kay,
into the world on August 14. Tyler
graduated from the University of the
Pacific's McGeorge School of Law in May.

2014

83 Stephen and Kassi (Aaldernik ’15)
Chou welcomed their first child, a baby
boy, Aalder Louis Chou. They live in
Anderson, South Carolina.

78 Tess Rudolph and Gabe Bain were
married on May 11, in Indianapolis,
Indiana. They live in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Tess works for Spectrum
Health as a Physician Assistant, and
Gabe just started at Christian Reformed
Churches of North America (CRCNA).
Several of Tess’ Taylor basketball
teammates attended the wedding
including: Erinn Behn ’15 , Kelsey
(Bryant ’14) Hoffman, Erin (Guarneri)
McGaughey, Taylor (Degenkolb '16)
Dye, Ashley Fouch ’14 , Linden Daiss
’14 , Shayna (Wood ’14) Nupanga, and
Emma (Brattain '16) Wolfe.

84 George and Casey (Snyder ’13)
Harwood welcomed their second
child, Elowyn Brave, on July 11, 2017.
Elowyn weighed 6lb., 2 oz., and was
20.5 inches long.

79 Casey and Hope (Knowling) Coons
celebrated the birth of their first child,
Caleb Martin, on June 4. Casey recently
started at Ohio Christian University as
Head Men’s Basketball Coach.

87 Stuart and Christi (Dithrich)
Poulson welcomed their first son,
Watson Michael – a future member of
the Taylor University Class of 2036. He
was born January 11.

80 Three Taylor alumnae, Jocelyn
(Falck ’00) Green, Jody (Erdman ’92)
Hedlund, and Bethany House Publicist
Amy Green, attended the Fiction
Reader’s Summit in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, in May.

88 Strother Wilson and Sarah
Hughes were married on January 14,
2017. They live in Louisville, Kentucky,
where Sarah is a physician’s assistant,
and Strother is studying to be a
physician’s assistant.

85 Lawrence Kinnaman married his
wife Ashley on May 27, 2017. Lawrence
works at Tacoma Rescue Mission with
those experiencing homelessness in
University Place, Washington.
86 Brianna Wyatt married Michael
Kinsman on December 9, 2017, in
Pasadena, California.

2015

89 Samuel Bolds is working as the
Information Systems Director at Christ
Community Church in St. Charles,
Illinois. He and his wife Katelyn
(Irons), who works at Gilead Publishing,
have recently moved to a home in
nearby Campton Hills.
90 Allison (Little) Boothe and her
husband Aaron welcomed their son,
Thomas Bradley, on October 20, 2017.
91 Nate and Kathryn (Birke) Scheibe
live in Nashville, Tennessee, with their
daughters, Leisl (3) and Rae (2). Nate
runs his own furniture studio and
Kathryn works for Sseko Designs.
92 Valerie Schiller and Keegan
Nichols were married on April 27, at
Blumen Gardens in Sycamore, Illinois.
Taylor alumni in attendance included
Angelina (Burkholder ’14) James and
Matthew Schiller ’18.
93 Zach and Sydney (Lewis ’16)
Warner’s first child, Theodore Scott,
was born Friday, July 13. He was 8 lbs.,
15 oz., and 21 inches long. They are
loving life as new parents and can’t
wait to bring him back to their alma
mater in the near future to see where
his parents met.

2016

The Woodrow Wilson National
Fellowship Foundation is pleased to
announce the selection of 24 Georgia
Teaching Fellows for 2018. Among them
is Taylor University grad Zach Alford.
The group was introduced at an event
with Georgia Governor Nathan Deal. The
highly competitive program recruits
both recent graduates and career
changers with strong backgrounds in
science, technology, engineering, and
math – the STEM fields – and prepares
them specifically to teach in high-need
secondary schools.

94 Jessica Tinklenberg and Stephen
Outcalt were married on May 5, 2018,
in Lafayette, Indiana. Alumni in
attendance included; Dr. John and
Cathy (Hinkley ’75) Moore ’72, Annie
(Johnson) Yarbrough, Kaitlin Russ,
Danielle Towne, Jordan Melendez
’15, Erin Dougherty, Marissa Kneer,
Maggie Plattes, and Hanna Foster.
95 Carter Perry and Leah Murphy
were married on June 18, 2017. They
live in Cincinnati, Ohio, where Leah
is a high school theatre director
at Cincinnati Christian Schools,
and Carter is a Teaching Pastor at
Landmark Church.
96 Nathaniel Read and his wife
Lainelee are parents to a daughter, Lily
(1). They were married in 2016.

2017

97 David Aronson married Sara Hahne
in Syracuse, New York.
98 Luke Hunter and Kayla Springer
were married June 9, at the Horizon
Convention Center in Muncie, Indiana.
Taylor alumni in attendance included
Janice (Cupp ’90) Hunter and Alex
Hunter ’19.
99 Chaslyn (Sheppard) Ruddick and
her husband James welcomed their son,
Abraham Theodore Joseph Ray, who
was born on April 25. Abraham was 10
lbs., 1oz., and 21 inches long. Chaslyn
also began a job this year with the
Indiana Department of Child Services
as a Family Case Manager within
Assessments. She says she enjoys her
new career and all of the growth it has
allowed her to experience.
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IN MEMORIAM
Then the King will say to those on his right, "Come, you who are blessed by
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world." —Matthew 25:34

W E R E M E M B E R T H E S E M E M B E R S O F T H E TAY L O R C O M M U N I T Y
W H O H AV E G O N E T O B E W I T H T H E L O R D .

1942

Martha (Brown) Michel passed away on
July 9, just a few weeks after her family
celebrated her 97th birthday on June 15.
She was preceded in death by her husband
Lester ’41 and is survived by her daughter,
Jan ’69.

1945

100 Catherine (Hill) Grostic went to
be with the Lord on Saturday, July 21.
Catherine taught English and music
at South Rockwood, Albion, and Mt.
Clemens public schools in Michigan.
She was active in the United Methodist
Church, serving as President of the
United Methodist Women and as cochair with her husband Marvin of the
Social Concerns Committee of First
United Methodist Church, where the
couple played key roles in launching
their church’s food pantry and its joining
Loaves and Fishes—a free meal program
that serves those in need. The Grostics
also sponsored a family from Vietnam.
Catherine was frequently asked to play
the piano for church groups.
101

100

104
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105

Kenneth G. Dunkelberger passed away
on June 5, 2018. He was 90. He loved
telling the story of how he received a
phone call from Coach Don Odle ’42 in
the summer of 1949 to come to Taylor
and play football. Ken loved Taylor
and had many wonderful memories.
Ken married Ann (Smith ’50) . All
four of their children and six of their
grandchildren attended Taylor.

1959

1949

Marjorie Irene (Leary) Pifer went home
to be with the Lord on July 7. During her
career, she was an English and History
professor at the Grand Rapids School
of the Bible and Music. In her first year
of teaching she met and married her
husband Wayne, and together they
answered God’s call to go into foreign
missions. She is lovingly remembered as
being both smart and mischievous with a
great sense of humor, and leaves a lasting
legacy in the hearts of all who knew and
loved her. Marjorie is survived by her six
children and their spouses.

1950

101 Evelyn Joann Kile died on
May 18, 2018, at the age of 96. After
earning Bachelor’s and Master’s
degrees in education, Joann joined the
Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission
Society and taught American missionary
children in the Democratic Republic of
Congo for 30 years. She was preceded
in death by her brother E.J. and sister,
Geneva Rachuy. She is survived by her
brother, Dester, and sisters, Donna
Hilbert and Delma West, as well as many
nieces and nephews.
102

1952

103

Russell Miles Ruch died on March 13,
2018. He was 87. Russell, who originally
graduated from Taylor with a B.S. in
Secondary Education, was the founding
pastor of The Village Church of Carol
Stream, Illinois, and later planted
several churches along the east coast
of the United States. Russell served on
the boards of Pinebrook Junior College
in Coopersburg, Biblical Theological
Seminary in Hatfield, and Manna Bible
Institute in Philadelphia. He was also
an elder and Sunday School teacher at
Bethany and subsequently at several
young churches. He is survived by his
wife Eleanor, four children and their
spouses, and numerous grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

1960

102 Reverend G. DeWayne Bontrager
passed into the presence of his loving
Savior on January 4, in Merritt Island,
Florida, surrounded by his family. He
grew up in Elkhart, Indiana, and served
as a musician in the U.S. Navy from
1952-1956, the early part of that time was
during the Korean Conflict. While at
Taylor, he married Judith (Hoffman ’61).
They then moved to New York where
DeWayne worked at First Presbyterian
Church of Flushing and attended New
York Theological Seminary, where he
received his Bachelor of Divinity degree
in 1964. From 1974 until 1984, he served as
minister of the Plantation Community
Church. He also served as a mental
health counselor to inmates in county
and state facilities, and he continued to
help inmates after they were released to
live healthy and productive lives. A loyal
Miami Dolphins and Miami Marlins
fan, DeWayne attended countless
football and baseball games and had the
distinction of being present for the 1997
Marlins’ World Series win.

1964

103 David Charles Bowers died
November 13, 2017. He spent 38 years in
public education as a teacher, counselor,
administrator, and track and cross
country coach. After his retirement,
David joined the Taylor track coaching
staff, serving from 2002 through 2008.
He was also a Master Track and Field
Official, travelling all over the country
to officiate college, national, and
international meets. In recognition of
his accomplishments as a coach, David
was inducted into two Halls of Fame:
the Taylor University Athletic Hall of
Fame and the Indiana Track and Cross
Country Coaches Hall of Fame. He is
survived by his wife, Pat (Baird ’64); 3
sons, Kyle, Kevin, and Kraig; a daughter,
Kelli (Bowers ’01) Hoeflinger; his
brothers, Ted ’73 and Ed ’75, and many
other relatives. A Taylor University
track scholarship has been established
by his family.

1970

104 Dr. Jim (Posty) Postlewaite
died May 5, 2018, after a brief illness
in Surrey, British Columbia, Canada.
Jim served in church ministry and
parachurch ministry as an educator for
over 40 years. Jim taught at Christian
colleges and seminaries sharing his
love for learning with his students,
most recently at Regent College and
Carey Theological College in Vancouver,
British Columbia. Jim was an avid
reader, and a loving husband, father,
and grandfather. He is survived by his
wife Merle, his daughters, Jeanine
Postlewaite and Stephanie (Jeffrey) O'
Brien, and his granddaughter, Ava.

1995

105 Brad Johnson reports his wife
Gloria passed away after a brief illness
on their 20th wedding anniversary,
June 24, 2018. Gloria was a loving
wife, mother, and homemaker. She
successfully home-schooled their
daughter, Grace, who is now a freshman
at Palm Beach Atlantic University
(despite his best efforts to get her to
go to Taylor). Gloria regularly studied
to improve her literacy skills, and
she achieved her goal of becoming a
substitute teacher. Brad said Gloria
kept a positive, faith-filled outlook
throughout her last eight months
following her terminal diagnosis.
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ST I L L T H E
LOV E O F
HIS LIFE
Since they were married on
December 2, 1942, Philip Yaggy
’41 and his wife Mildred “Midge”
(Brown ’42) have enjoyed a rich life
together. Phil was drafted by the
Army just a few days before Pearl
Harbor was attacked and was later
transferred to Salt Lake City, Utah.
When she graduated in 1942, Midge
talked her father into letting her
take the train to join Phil in Salt
Lake City so they could be married.

Midge became one of the insurance
industry’s first female underwriters
while working for Allstate. The
couple has one daughter, Stephanie,
and two grandchildren.
Phil and Midge share many warm
memories of their student years
and have established a scholarship
fund at Taylor to make the Taylor
educational experience possible for
others. Now 100 years old, Phil was
recently honored during the County
of Solano (California) Centenarian
Celebration. Midge, at 97, has
remained the love of his life.

In addition to two tours in the
military (Army and Air Force), Phil
taught high school history, coached
basketball, baseball, and track,
and was an accounts manager for
a commercial finance company.

ONE GENERATION
SHALL COMMEND
YOUR WORKS TO
ANOTHER…
PSALM 145
In the same way their parents did 25 or
so years ago, these Taylor alumni brought
their sons and daughters to Upland,
Indiana, to begin their college educations
at Taylor University. It was a time filled
with memories of their children’s births,
first words and steps, birthdays, and
finally, high school graduations. It was
exciting to reconnect with friends from
years gone by and see their own sons and
daughters moving into residence halls
in which they had once lived. And it was
a bittersweet experience when the time
came to bid their children goodbye and
get in the car for the trip home. We are
grateful for the trust these moms and dads
have placed in us, and for the promise each
of these young lives represent. May the
Lord find us faithful.
47

REFLECTIONS

FOUNDED. ROOTED.
GROUNDED. FIXED.
From left: Dr. Jay Kesler ’58, Dr. Paul Lowell Haines ’75, Dr. Eugene B. Habecker ’68

Taylor University today is a churning mix of
diverse backgrounds, denominations, races,
nationalities, and viewpoints. Its broad 172year old community comprises 24,000 alumni,
serving throughout the world, and a student
body of 2,000 that represents 40 denominations,
and comes from 36 foreign countries and 45
states. Despite its impressive diversity, this
community holds true, foundationally so, to
the love and service of the one true God, a deep
and abiding commitment to His Holy Word,
and a communal dedication to one statement
of faith, one unifying cause, and one Christcentered mission. We, faculty, staff, students,
parents, alumni and friends of the University are
wholeheartedly committed to Taylor’s mission to
“develop servant leaders marked with a passion
to minister Christ’s redemptive love and truth
to a world in need.” We, together, are resolute,
resolved and committed to carrying out Christ’s
purposes in and through this magnificent place.
48

You who are reading this article can accurately
call us orthodox, evangelical, and “sold out” to
Jesus Christ and His Word! We remain relevant,
indeed indispensable, to a world that has lost
all sense of Christ’s love and eternal meaning in
Him. We work daily with young men and women
who are committed to the Hope of the World.
And we are unapologetic and transfixed in our
resolve to serve our Lord Jesus Christ, the creator
of heaven and earth, the Great I Am. We stand
unbowed, and leaning in to a world that needs
Christ now more than ever. And we hold as sacred
our purpose to educate and train young men
and women who are and will be servant leaders,
catalysts for change, ministers to a needy world,
and Christ’s banner carriers.
Join us, pray for us, support us with your best,
and hold us accountable. We are founded, rooted,
grounded, and fixed in Him. We will not be
swayed, we will not be diverted, and we will not

drift. And we know, beyond doubt, that as we… all
of us… are faithful and firmly centered in Him, He
will be faithful and lead us victoriously through
every challenge that lies ahead.
With gratitude for all the Lord has done and great
expectations for all He will do,

Paul Lowell Haines ’75, Ed.D., J.D. serves as
President of Taylor University.

YOUR GIFT MATTERS …
To our students who depend on your support. Whether you are alumni, parents or friends,
your gift makes a Taylor education more affordable.

YOUR GIFT MATTERS ...
To faculty and staff who are striving to develop servant leaders marked with a passion to
minister Christ’s redemptive truth and love to a world in need.

YOUR GIFT MATTERS ...
To the parents of Taylor students who are committed to providing a Christ-centered
education for their sons and daughters, but need financial assistance to make that dream a
reality.

YOUR GIFT MATTERS.
To support Taylor students, please visit taylor.edu/give-online, or use the envelope provided.

Anchoring the senior women’s cycling team,
Katie Klingstedt wins Taylathon’s women’s
race. The sophomores won the men’s race.

